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editor’s note. 



Louis Moreau Gottschalk, America’s illustrious pianist and composer, like many 
other geniuses, was not wholly free from occasional failings. The desire to become 
popular among the lesser music lovers which induced liim to lower his usual standard, 
is what I allude to. During the years in which I concertized with him, he began to 
publish a number of drawing-room pieces under the uom de plume of “Seven Octaves’,’ 
the public, of course, not knowing the true author of these pieces. After the death of 
Gottschalk, the publishers issued the“Seven Octave ’’compositions under the composer’s 
real name, thereby harming, in the opinion of the profession, his otherwise brilliant re. 
cord as a writer. Among these pieces composed by Gottschalk,there was one^The Dy. 
ing Poet’’which had, in spite of its simplicity and its amateurish piano passages,awon. 
derful beauty of melody combined with rare and original bits of harmony, causing it to 
become a widely sought piece in musical circles. The edition, published under the 
pseudonym of “Seven Octaves”was, however, but a modificd'version of the mannerin 
which he played it at his concerts. 

At that time, I had the honor and advantage of assisting the great pianist dur. 
ing one of his extended concert tours by playing Duos with him for two Pianos. 

I then had the best opportunity of becoming acquainted with his version of The Dying 
Poet”which he played night after night with the most unbounded success. 

The copyrights of the composition having expired,! now take pleasure in pre. 
senting to the musical public, Gottschalk’s own rendition,feeling assuredthatthe great 
and beloved composer himself would be pleased to see his piece, hitherto known only 
in the shallower form, reinstated among his brilliant productions. 


Charles Kunkel. 
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Original. Version for amateurs, 
a tempo. 
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a tempo, 
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Kunkel’s Eclectic 


Graded Course of Studies 

FOR THE 

PIANO. 


IN TEN GRADES. 


GRADE i 
GRADE II 
GRADE III 
GRADE IV 
GRADE V 


GRADE VI 
GRADE VII 
GRADE VIII 
GRADE IX 
GRADE X 


Each Grade, - One Dollar. 


KUNKEL’S ECLECTIC GRADED COURSE OF STUDIES 

MAY BE USED IN CONNECTION WITH 

KUNKEL’S ROYAL PIANO METHOD. 
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